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An authentick ACCOUNT of the 


PAUL WELLS Gent. 
Re 


RS WAS 
Eexecuted at Oxford, Sept, I, 1749, 

| 4 „„ wa « 
* 0 ſi: 6 E R Y; 


Norvicutanding the ps uſed to ot him a Panpon. 


With an Accodat of, | his Crime, and Beha- 
viour from the Time of his receiving 
SENTENCE to his EXECUTION. 


Alo the REASONS which prevented him from receiving 
| 5 his MajzsTY's Clemency. 


By 4 Gentleman of C. C. C. Ox. 
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PAUL WELLS, Gent. 


8 HE. Lives: on n 
of the VirTuous, the 
BRAVE, and HEROICK, 
have doubtleſs, in all A- 
ges, caus d an Emulation in the 
Minds. of their Succeſſors: And 
when Men of Eminence are em- 
ployed in laudible Purſuits, of 
what Kind ſoever, it cannot fail 
of being ſome Satisfaction to them, 
5 that ſhould they fall ſhort in the 
5 15  Accompliſh- 


| ( 6). 


1 of their Deſigns, 


their good Intent ions will never- 
theleſs be recorded by the Bio- 
grapher, and a due Reſpect for 


their Memory be preſerv'd in the 
Breaſt of every well-diſpos'd Rea- | 
der. On the contrary, where the 
Actions of Men have been baſe, 
on a bare Recital of their Crimes, 
the Mind is fll'd with Horror 
and Deteſtation. So that to be 


_ acquainted with the Lives and 


Actions of Men, whether Virtu- 
ous or Vicious, may be of great 

Advantage to us in our future - 
Conduct; ſince we may have an 


Opportunity of avoiding every 


Thing that deſerv'd Cenſure in 


our Predeceſſor, and of embracing 


what cannot fail of turning to our 


Advantage. 
The Miſconduct and Sufferin gs 
of Paul Wells, the unhappy Per- 


ſion of whom we are going to ſpeak, 
We _ will deter Others from 
— ” 


T flirting on the ſune dreadful 
Kock; and 'tis with this View 
- | that the Author of the following 
r Narrative undertook the mourn- 
ful Relation. 
- | . This unhappy Perſon was the 
1 Son of a worthy Gentleman, that 
lived upon an Eſtate of his own 
57 AU Cud|cden in the County of Ox- 
Ford, who took proper Care of his 
| Education, and afterwards brought 
him up to the Law, under a Gen- 
tleman of unblemiſh'd Character 
at Wycombe, in the County of 
Bucks; with this Gentleman he 
ſerved a regular Clerkſhip, and 
was afterwards very honourably 
| admitted an Attorney 
During the Time of his being 
under the Care of his Maſter, he 
was like moſt other Attorney's 
Clerks, a wild, gay young Fellow, 
but yet at this Time of Day, 
no vicious Inclinations appear'd 
in him that lem d to foxebode 
-_ 4. - 


8 
the fatal Cataſtrophe which at 
length befel him. 


Sdon after his Admittance; a ve- 


ry favourable Opportunity offered 
for his ſettling at Owford, which 


he embraced, and with ſuch Suc- 


ceſs as no young Practioner could 
have ever hoped for. And now 


it was that he wanted Conduct at 
the Helm of his Affairs, to ſteer 


his Courſe :---------Fortune threw 


her Smiles upon him in full Ra- | 
diance, and offered him an Afflu- | 


_ ence for his Support ; but for 
want of Sagacity, this Sunſhine - 
in his Morn' of Life drew on a 
Cloud ; Theſe Bleflings kindly 
beſtowed on him by Providence, 
he perverted to an ill Uſe; 
Wine, Dainties, and Women he 
embrac'd with open Arms, and 


with great Rapidity ruſh'd on his 


Ruin. Thus he followed the Bent 
of his Paſſions, forgeting to pay 
a due Adoration to that Almighty 


"peing, 


1 


Coy. 


| Being, „which with theſe temporal 
= Bleſſings, gave him alſo his Ex- 
iſtence. 


After having embarked in the 


Purſuit of ſenſual Pleaſures, a 
Neglect of his Buſineſs naturally 


nt: and at length it was 


4 diſcovered that he had perverted 


to his own Uſe ſeveral Sums of 
Money which had been put into 
his Hands to get Securities for z 
and this Step, in Conjunction with 


ſome other Male- practices My 
deſtroyed his Credit. 


About this Time he alſo. em- 


barked in a Quarrel, with the Of. 
ficers of the Univerſity of Oxford, 
which brought on a very expen- 
ſive Law - Suit that proved a great 
Dtietriment to him, both in his 
Character and Fortune. And Mr. 
Wells having at various Times 
been called to Account in the 
Courts above and ſeverely repri- 


: 8 for his illegal Hang 


and 


nv) | 
| and {till continuing the like Prac- 
tices, he was At leng th fore: Jjudg'd 
the Courts 16 
Thus by a Succeſſion of Events 
his Reputation Was deſtroyed 4 


and this being gone, he once 


* Yor all! bid adieu tg Shame ; no 
Cauſe was now too baſe for Bis 
Acceptance even the Widow 
and atherleſs, he burthen'd with 
Sorrow. Many of his Proceedings 
Were ſuch, that ſhould we relate 
5 "them they would ſcarce appear 
"credible; and, in ſhort, he ſeem'd 
to glory in His Wickedneſs, 7 
But ere we ſee, that tho the 
ieked Man flouriſh for a little 8 
«while, yet-his Joys are tranſitory ; „ 
and in the Eve of Life, when 
Conſcience tells him that ſhortly 
be ſhall give an Account for all 
' his "3 Actions, how melancholy 
muſt be his Proſpect of a Rute 
State! What a gloomy View muſt 
he have of FN And who 
can 


Rs 7 1 1 fo ) 
f cabs dende the An guiſh of his 
Soul Under thele unhappy 
Circumſtances, Men too frequent. | 
ly take à wrong Biafs, and in- 
| ſtead of Repentance, have Re- 
| courſe to deluſive Joys; ; and thus 
| Conſcience © 1s lulled 1 1 Sleep 
| which before prey d upon the 
wounded Mind like a Vulture, 
or ravenous Wolf. 
After a Man has once given” 
Way to the Temptations of the 
Devil, Sin is of ſuch an allitihg* | 
Nature that it leads him Head- 
long through all its Labyrinths, 0 
without giving him Time for cool T7 
Reflection; by a frequent Repition 
his Vices become habitual, and * 
for the preſent aford Delight. N. 
that in this corrupt State we need 
1 - © mae? be aſtoniſhed. at his 9 
„ 1 
The Crime for which! Mr. Wells = 
ſuffered was Forgery ; and it has 
been affirmed that this was not 
4 199 11 | the 


— 


WES 5 


the firſt Offence of the fame Na- 
ture which he had been guilty 
of; however it was the firſt prov'd d 
upon him, and was diſcoyered in 
the following manner: ; 
He had been indebted to Mrs. 
| Crooke of Oxford, in the Sum of 
Nine Pounds Money, near fax | 
Years, and ſhe not being able to get 
the Money of him, at the Sum- 


mer — 4 1748, ſued him in 


an Action of Debt, when to evade 
the Payment of that Sum, he pro- 
duced a Receipt in Court of a 
ſubſequent Date; but this Re- 
ceipt being narrowly inſpected - 
the Judge, Jury, and Proſecutor's 


Council, it appeared to be a For- 


gery, by the laſt Figure in the 
Date te of the Year having been al- 


tered from a To to a Three, 


5 whereby the whole became falſe | bh 
and counterfeit ;-—upon this a 


Verdict was given for the Plain- 
tiff, and a Bill of "RY 8 


* 430 
: derd he; preſented to the Grand 


Jury againſt 5 Defendant Paul 
Hells; this Bill was accordingly 
preſented, and found a true Bill 
at the ſame Aſſizes; and Orders 
were immediately given for ap- 
prehending him: — However for 
a little wr he had prudence e- 
nough to ſecreet himſelf, but in 


| lefs than half a Year he was often 
at Oxford, and within-about fire | 


Miles of it appeared as publickly - 

as if it had been out of the Pow- + 

| er even of his Enemies to have 
_ moleſted him: It is ſomewhat - 


| | ftrange indeed how he could be 
ſo . but true it is, 


that notwithſtanding he was un- 
der theſe Circumſtances, at thge 
following Aſſizes he brought an 
Action againſt ſeveral Perſons for 
an aflault, which Aſſault was, the 
un pbraiding him with his Guilt in 
this Affair of Mrs, Crooke's, and 


for . a Bill of ee | 


was 


(qe 
againſt him; as © 


as ig be. 


was found 


fore obſerved. bo i - 
Some Time Aten this) a Lord R 


Chief Jjuſtice's Warrant was ob- 
tained, and Mr. Wells apprehend- 
ed by Virtue thereof, after which 
he . committed to Oxford Caſ- 
tle: At this Time his poor di- 


ſtreſſed Father was a Priſoner © 


there for a Debt of Fiete 
Pounds, for the Payment of which 
Sum he had been his Son's Secu- 
rity. Every tender Parent will 
have a due Senſe of the old Gen- 
tleman's Anxiety at this Rent, 
which is much better to rte 
"than auicriveg 340 boite 
During the Time of young Mr. 
HFells's being under G nent 
before his Trial, he never appear-⸗ 
ed in Publick, nor ſo much as 
came out of his Room; but his 


ot 


poor Father {till continued to ex, 


tend his paternal Care towards 
him with as much Tenderneſs as 


\ 


when 1 


5 i 


\ 


ei 7 * hs 

when an Infant * his Mother " 
\ Breaſt, and in his Looks Love, 
Sorrow, and Deſpair, ſeem d to 5 
be combined. | 
In this Interval the Wag 
Gentleman did not appear to have 
a due Senſe of his own Misfor- 
tune, but his Time was chiefly 
taken up with other People's 
Concerns; ; however, when his 
Trial came on, his Danger then 
preſented itſelf before him with 
à diſmal Aſpect, and gave him 
ſuch a Shock as quite deſtroy d 
his Manhood, fo that he was not 
able even to Er an making 7 
a Defence; and the ry found 
| him guilty both of „ the 
i 11 Io publiſhing the ſame 


, | knowing it to be alle and coun- 
| Tt | 


Lord chief juſtice Wi Iles was 
* upon the Bench at this Trial, 
YT who behayed in great Lenity 


towards 


. — mA 7˙ , ,. 
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towards the Priſoner ; ak when 
he pronounced Sentence of Death 
upon him, he pathetically ex- 
preſs d his Sorrow on the Occa- 


nion, and gave him five Weeks 
to prepare himſelf for Death, and 


uſe his Endeavours to obtain 3 
Pardon; and while his Lordſhip 
was in Glouceſter ſhire, upon his 
Circuit, he reſpited his Execu- 
tion for fourteen Days longer. 
In the mean Time a truly 
Worthy, and Right Reverend 


Divine uſed his utmoſt Efforts 


to obtain Mr. Wells a Pardon, 


and drew up a Petition to his 


| Majeſty in his Behalf: But tis 
aid or Means having been uſed 
to make his general Character 

known, occafioned the Affair to 


be brought before the Privy „A 


Cl; and" that after the Na- 


reif the Ober hall Been du- | 


1 ly conſidered, and debated upon, 
tit was thought Gingerous to — 
v3 im 


W ä *— 
1 oy 


T8971. 


-Mercy, fince the 8 


of many of his Majeſty's loving 


Subjects might be thereby en- 


dangered, whether he was per- 
mitted to live in this King 
dom, or in any of his Majeſty's 


Colonies abroad. Thus the Safety 


of Trade and Commerce, which 
lays ſo much expoſed to Invaſions 


of this. Nature, prevented Mr. 


5 Wells from receiving e 


Before the Event of this Pe- 


tition was known, his Friends 


had great Hopes of his being 


5 ſaved, and comforted him as much 


as poſſible; but as ſoon as he was 


acquainted with the ill Succeſs of 
their Endeavours, he bid adieu 9 
all farther Hopes of Clemency. 


| With true Penitence he now 
look'd up to Heaven for Aid, and 


cConfeſs'd his Guilt ; throwing a- 


tide the Vanities of this Life, and 


I 02S _ 


( 18 55 = p 
wholly. reſigning himſelf to the 5 
Will of God; and he declared 


ſeveral Times that he had nn 
| die than rve. 


4 Mos Sorrow indeed was ; great 
for the Odium he had drawn on 
his Family; but he ardently beg- 
ged that him and his Actions 
might be buried in Oblivion, and 


after his Death never give them 
the leaſt Concern. 


Unity and Love he recom- - - 
mended to them in the ſtrong- 

eſt Terms, and pray'd for their 
_ preſent. Proſperity and future 
Happineſs. | | 


He was. not a Man at much 8 
Courage, having at different Times 
in the Courſe of his Life, under 
the Frowns of Adverſity, ſunk 
quite beneath the Dignity of 
| Manhood ; but however, in his 
preſent 


0 19 
preſent ualoppy Circumſtances (af. 

ter he had had Time to conſider 

4 little) his Behaviour was decent. 


Indeed the Shock of his Sentence 
had ſuch an Effect upon him that 
he fainted away in Court, and was 


obliged to be carried out into the 
open Air to recover, where for ſome 


Time he appear'd Lifeleſs. 


After chis he was ale back to 


the Caſtle in a Chariot, and for a 
tinued ſo weak and ſickly, that it 


5 5 cinued fo O thr Ce . he con- 


as thought he could not have 


lived to the Time fixed for his 
Execution; and many People were 
ready to believe that he had uſed 


Means to ſhorten his Life, rather 
than ſuffer the Sentence of the 


Law; but after ſome Time he re- 


|. Covered greatly, and before his 


Execution, though he had not 


much bodily Strength, yet his 


Gs Sn 


(20 
Spirits were very brisk, making 
proper Deductions for his eee 


5 . Carguntances, . 


se lived very Y lows, PROS ab- 

: Raining from all Kinds of Meat, 
but eat Vegetables pretty heartily, 
| and his Cant Liquor was 1 5 


Bo hi 7 now Lop "ol himGaf 


cool, and capable of Reflection ">; 


his paſt Life, and his approaching 
Fate he had conſtantly in View : 
Some or other of his Relations 
were generally with him, eſpect- 
ally his Father, and he took all the 
Care in his Power to acquaint them 
with the State of his Affairs, ſo 
far as concerned the Family; and 
he lamented very much that it 
was not in his Power to make 
ſome Provifion for a Natural Child 
which he ſhould leave without 


upon 
Fo a 


41 


For Ge Time 15 had an Us: 
tention of ſaying ſomething to 
the Spectators at the Place of 
Execution, and for this Purpoſe 
made Minutes of what he pro- 
poſed to ſpeak; but before the 
Time came he chang d his Mind; 
and whether he deſtroyed the Pa- 
per, or left it behind him I can- 

not be certain. l 


Mr. Wells v was s entirely his Mo- 
ther's Darling; and I am affured 
that her Partiality in favour of 
him, was carried to ſuch a Pitch 
as to make her Conduct highly 
blameable. And it is obſervable, 
that when Parents ſhare their Af. 
fections unequally amongſt their 
Children, their great Hopes of 
Comfort are often fruſtrated. 


: Even on the Day of Execution 
many — fancied Mr. Welle 
would 


( - 22 . 
would have received a Pardon; . 
and to ſatisfy ſuch as were poſ- 
ſeſs'd of this Opinion, the Sheriff 
delay d the Execution beyond the 
uſual Time. 


The it Night Mr. Wells 


went to Bed, and his Father ſtay d : 


with him all Ni ght, in which 
he had very little. Reſt; but yet 


1s Mind was pretty ſerene, and 


e diſcourſed "wy rationally. 


In 9 Moenningg * above: Ten 


o'Clock, after he "had been ' | BY 


Prayers, he was calm and per- 
fectly refign'd to his Fate; and 
ſaid Kid if the Officers were ready 
to attend him, he would wait 
on them. e 


T be: Sheriff was not 3 come 
down, but as ſoon as he came 
Mr. Wells was acquainted there- 
1 With, and then he was greatly 

10 Z ſhock'd 


12 


hock d, and begg d for Time to 
ſiend for his 99 to Cudſden, 


that he might ſee her once more 


before he died; this Time was 


accordingly granted him, and a 
Meſſenger was diſpatch d, but ſhe 
did not come. 


> = IM But now was EE. 
* Scene that occurred between this 


miſerable Youth and his unhappy 


Father, when they were obliged 


to part; the Goaler and Officers 
being come up to Mr. Wells, by 
the Sheriff's Order, they de- 


ſired the old Gentleman to take 


his Leave of him, and go out of 


the Room before they took him 


away. 


Upon ahis Seng they met 


for the laſt Time, and after em- 
bracing eagerly for ſeveral Mi- 
nutes, and ſhedding a Flood of 


a W they W for each o- 
ther's 


E ther act Weg expreſ. 
ſing their Hopes of meeting here- 
Liber in a blisful State; and then 
with great Reluctance they toox 
A final Farewel, and parted. . 


After this Mr. Welle was pi- 
nioned, and brought down Stairs 
into the Yard, where he wept 
bitterly, - there being many of his 

old Acquaintance waiting to take 
Leave of him. 3 14 1 


At this Time he look d nia 
ly, and begg'd that his Friends 
would not ſuffer him to be in- 
ſulted, but that they would aſ- 

fiſt him with their Prayers. 5 5 


After ſtaying in the wa a ) 


little while, the Halter was put 
about his Neck, and he then 


proceeded to the Place of Execu- 3 5 
tion. He was attended at the 


Tree "> 2. worthy: 8 Who 
pray d 


tt 27 * 
pray d with. him for 8 Time, 


and when Prayers were ended, he ; 

| Kiſs'd and bid Farewel to ſeve- 
| ral Perſons that were near him, 
and then attempted to aſcend the 

Ladder, but he was ſo weak that 
he Sheriff” s Officers were obliged 
to. aflift and ſupport him; ſo that 
had he been 3 to ſay any 

Thing, his Spirits and Strength 

were not ſufficient to have car- 

ried him through the Fate, 


1 ſeem 4. ts. be under great 

* e leaſt his Body ſhould be 
taken away, and begg d that it | 

might not; and after the Execu - 

tioner had fix d the Rope, and ask- 4 

dad his Pardon as is Cuſtomary, he 
deſir'd he would not trouble him, 

and ſaid he forgaye Mu. and * 

by the World. 


Things being brought to this 


Criſis 5 at 5 Cap was pull d 


oV Cr 


* * +, % 4. 


over his Fate, and Alte lettin 2 
FF him ſtand a little while, he y was: 
turned off. 


o # 
LEM 


There was a great Shove of 

Peop le aſſembled to ſee the Exe - 
Seton of ſo remarkable a Perſon, 
ſome of whom expreſs d their 
Joy, and others their Sorrow on 
the Occaſion, but all of them be- 
haved with e 105 oy: 
Manners. 


After his Body was "When d Sin 
it was put in a Coffin prepared 
for that Purpoſe, and depofited 

in the Chaple at the Caſtle till 
the Day following, when it was 

carried in a Hearſe to Cud/den, , 

and interred in the Church there, 


amongſt the Remains of his An- 
ceſtors. 


| "tn this reproachful Mikdner, 
Mr, al concluded an ill- ſpent 


2 


BSE FT 27 * N 
Lies of Thirty-Five Years: And 
it is hoped his Repentance and 
Death have attoned for his * 
it - fold Crimes. 


Many other tien which 


7 might have been drawn into this 


Narrative, for the Sake of Decen - 
cy, have been purpoſely omitted; 
which Omiſſions, our courteous 
Reader will be pleaſed to par. 
don, fince it _—_ be exerciſing 
Barbarity on the Memory of the 


Man, to record all the Calumny _ 


which might have been collected: 
Therefore we ſhall take our Leave 
by entreating all ſuch as ſhall be- 
come acquainted with his Mifſ- 
ertunes, to be warned by his un- 

T _Dimely W 3 
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